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A History of Old Lyme Grange Hall #162
Farming was the most common
American experience and the economic mainspring of the nation
from the beginning. Before 1900
most Americans grew up on farms.
Despite nearly a century of rapid
industrialization, farms still created
most of the nation’s wealth.

The white frame building at 55

Lyme Street has a long history as a
center of community activity. Today
it is the home of the Old Lyme
Historical Society. For more than a
century (1910 –2014) it was the
Old Lyme Grange Hall #162.

By the time Grange chapters were
The Grange movement, more
formed in Lyme (1896) and Old
formally “The Order of the Patrons
Lyme (1905) many of the organizaof Husbandry,” was founded in
tion’s earliest objectives were being
Virginia in 1867 as a kind of
pursued in other ways, and the
Freemasonry of farmers, dedicated
Grange became more of a social and
to improving the lot of farming
educational resource than a tool
families through education, social
of political/economic action. The
programs, and cooperative efforts to
Lyme Grange (#147), for example,
address the special challenges (technical, economic, social, and politi- Old Lyme Historical Society – Home at Last. Watercolor by James Meehan, 2015. began hosting the Hamburg Fair in
1897, and hosts it to this day.
cal) faced by farmers and rural populations. At its height, the organization boasted some 1.5 million memThe Old Lyme Grange (#162) bought the new clubhouse of the Old
bers in local Granges organized by state. The movement came to
Lyme Gun Club in 1910, on what is now Maple Avenue. The land was
Connecticut in 1875 when 20 towns formed local Granges. The Grange
not for sale, but they leased it for 17 years at $8.00 per annum. At the end
was family-oriented. Women were full participants, with several posts in
of that term they negotiated a one-year extension and began looking for
the ceremonial hierarchy reserved for them. Young people were encouran alternative location. They found it on Main Street (now Lyme Street),
aged to enter the degree program as well, and were eligible as soon as they
but had to take out a mortgage of $2,200 in order to secure the lot at #55.
were big enough to handle a walk-behind plow.
In the fierce political and economic conflicts of the late nineteenth century the influence of the Grange was soon overshadowed by that of newer
organizations such as the Farmers Alliance in the 1880’s, and the People’s
Party (a.k.a., “Populists”) in the 1890’s, but a return to its original mission
of education and community service gave the Grange movement a longer
life than many of its sometime political rivals. It continues today.
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Original scenic stage backdrop at 55 Lyme Street
with local advertisements.
Design by Hubert Scenic Co., Buffalo, N.Y., 1929.

The members moved the old house on that lot to a new location on
Library Lane, dug and stoned a new foundation (large enough to accommodate the planned addition of a stage), and used teams of oxen to move
the old Gun Club building the few hundred yards to its the new site.
(Continued on page 4)
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Snapshot of the Grange Hall #162 in winter,
taken by Mabel Harris who lived across the street,
circa 1929.
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The recently renovated Old Lyme Historical Society
community event hall and office entrance foyer.
Old Lyme’s Midsummer Festival, 2016.
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he Old Lyme Historical Society continues to move forward! Our Tuesday
Morning Work Crew has begun work on providing new access to the Archives
Room which we hope will culminate in the installation of a wheelchair lift providing full handicapped access to the entire building. The new propane furnace and
air conditioning unit is in and housed in its own room. The clear glass globes on
our recently-installed pendant lights in the hall have been replaced by period-correct
white globes and new bulbs, providing a softer, glare-free light. Thanks to Edie
Twining and Jennifer Hillhouse for their work/donation.
In December we welcomed three new Board members: Paula Bingham, Cynthia
Taylor and Mary Crist. Since the last newsletter, we have participated in the Homes
for the Holidays house tour sponsored by our neighbors at the Children’s Learning
Center. Board member Edie Twining oversaw the decoration of our hall. On
December 13, Society members Pam DiNapoli and Mary Ellen Jewett hosted a
cookie decorating party for the children from the Learning Center. In February we
hosted a book talk and signing by Jim Lampos and his wife, Board member
Michaelle Pearson for their new book, Revolution in the Lymes. The event was wellattended and well-received. Copies of the book will be available at all OLHSI events.
Between April 21 and 23, we will be hosting two conservators from Curtains
Without Borders, a Burlington, Vermont-based organization, who will be cleaning,
repairing and re-hanging our iconic 1929 stage curtain. As you may know, the curtain
was paid for by the businesses advertised on it, some of which are still with us, and
hung by the Old Lyme Grange. We hope to offer a talk by the conservators on
either Friday the 21st or Saturday the 22nd. Watch our website and Facebook page
for further information. Old Lyme Town Historian Ned Pfeiffer will again speak at
our annual Dinner Lecture on Saturday, April 29th. Again, please watch our website and Facebook page for details. We will have open houses and book sales on
Memorial Day and during the Midsummer Festival.
Thanks to The Day newspaper, we were able to get the word out about our fundraising
campaign. It’s not too late to donate to support the ongoing work of the Society.
Please send your check to the Old Lyme Historical Society at P. O. Box 352, Old
Lyme, CT. We continue to solicit donations of material of historic interest: photos,
documents, newspaper articles, artifacts, etc. Call or email us if you have something
of interest. We will be glad to come pick it up. The late Miss Mary Janvrin, who,
as you recall, donated the two beautiful dollhouses now in our hall, also donated
several other items, including an original 1936 Shirley Temple doll, some doll furniture,
books, and a painting. We are most appreciative. These items are now safely in our
archives. We plan to share them with the public before too long.
The Area 4 Handweavers' Guild members continue to ply their craft at 55 Lyme
Street every Tuesday morning. Please stop in and watch them. We offer our sincere
thanks to all those who have supported our fundraising campaign, who join our
ranks, who offer material to our archives, who attend our events and who lend a
hand when needed. We couldn’t do it without you.
–Timothy Griswold & Mark Lander
Chairs, Board of Trustees, Old Lyme Historical Society, Inc.
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The Lyme Tea Party

Y

“LYME March 17, 1774.
In retaliation for the destruction of the tea at Boston, Britain
cracked down with a series of “Coercive Acts” to restore order to the
unruly colonies. On March 25, 1774, Britain closed the port of
Boston to all shipping, effective June 1 and continuing indefinitely
until such time as the East India Company was compensated for
damages by the citizens of Massachusetts. When no reparations
were forthcoming, Britain passed the Massachusetts Government
Act revoking that colony’s charter and placing it under direct control of the Crown. Parliament then passed the Administration of
Justice Act, termed the “Murder Act,” by the colonists, which permitted any employee of the British government accused of a crime
in America to be removed to London for trial. Americans saw this
as a device that would allow Brits to get away with any crime they
wished. In June, the Quartering Act was amended,
giving the Royal Governor authority to seize buildings to house British soldiers. Collectively, these
became known as “The Intolerable Acts”. Rather
than coercing the colonists to obey, these Acts galvanized colonists already intellectually committed
to independence, and prepared them to prove that
commitment in battle.

esterday, one William Lamson of Martha’s Vineyard came to
this town with a bag of tea (about 100 wt) on horseback which he was
peddling about the country. It appeared that he was about business
which (he supposed) would render him obnoxious to the people which
gave reason to suspect that he had some of the detestable tea lately landed at Cape Cod; and upon examination it appeared to the satisfaction
of all present to be part that very tea; (though he declared that he purchased it of two gentlemen in Newport, one of them ‘tis said is custom
house officer and other Captain of the fort) whereupon a number of
the Sons of Liberty assembled in the evening, kindled a fire and committed its contents to the flames where it was all consumed and the
ashes buried on the spot, in testimony of their utter abhorrence of all
tea subject to a duty for the purpose of raising a revenue in America. A
laudable example for our brethren in Connecticut.”
–Connecticut Courant March 22, 1774

This account of Lyme’s “Tea Party” appeared in
newspapers throughout the colonies in the spring
of 1774. Though not as famous as “The
Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor” three
months earlier, the Lyme event was celebrated far
and wide at the time. It sent a strong message as to
the feelings of the public toward the British Acts in
general, and the Tea Act in particular, and stood as
admonition to Tories and traitors as to the fate they
could meet at the hands of Lyme’s Sons of Liberty.

Meetings were held in towns throughout
Connecticut in June 1774 to determine “proper
measures to be pursued in the present alarming
State of America”, and to set up Committees of
Correspondence to coordinate communications
among the various towns and colonies. On June
The peddler William Lamson was seized on the
20th, the citizens of Lyme voted to appoint John
Post Road at the town green (near today’s
McCurdy, Eleazer Mather, Esq., John Lay,
Congregational Church in Old Lyme). The
William Noyes, Esq., and Samuel Mather to the
“detestable” tea was set ablaze and the ashes buried
Committee of Correspondence, and directed that
there. Lamson was then run out of town, a fairly
Boston’s Committee be informed of the vote. On
mild fate compared to the treatment Connecticut
September 13th, Lyme’s citizens gathered at town
Tories would receive at the hands of patriots
“Paying the Excise Man”,
meeting to authorize the building of a powder
London 1774, detail. Library of Congress
through the end of the decade.
house and order the doubling of militia exercises.
They also voted to tax themselves to raise funds
The “Tea Parties” were a reaction to the Tea Act of 1773. Seen by for the aid and defense of Boston. Samuel Selden, Esq., Samuel
the British as a sly way of “cutting taxes” for Americans while rais- Ely, Esq., Captain Elisha Marvin, Richard Wait, Elijah Smith,
ing revenues for Britain, the Tea Act authorized the East India Captain Jonathan Gillet, Benjamin Lee, Esq., and John McCurdy
Company to ship tea directly into American ports.
were appointed to conduct the fundraising and transmit the funds
to the beleaguered citizens of Boston.
In the past, East India tea had to land at Britain, and, subject to
tax, was purchased by American merchants who imported it to the In October, the Connecticut General Assembly called for town
Colonies. By authorizing the East India Company to import Selectmen to double the amount of munitions on hand and
directly into the colonies, the price of tea in the colonies would be muster militias for extra training. New Englanders were drawing
reduced, and thus, it was assumed, consumption would increase. closer together, coordinating their actions, coming to the relief of
Revenues from America to the British Treasury would be their neighbors under British oppression, and placing themselves
enhanced due to the spike in consumption, but though they on a war footing. The war would come soon enough, and by April
would be paying more tax, the British thought the colonists would 23, 1775, a large contingent of Lyme men were marching to
be grateful as the overall cost of tea would be lower.
answer the Lexington Alarm.
–Michaelle Pearson and Jim Lampos
In the eyes of Britain’s ministers, it should have been a win-win.
Instead, it met with derision, especially in coastal towns that Michaelle Pearson and Jim Lampos are the authors of Revolution in the
depended upon shipping and trade. British tea was dumped in Lymes—From the New Lights to the Sons of Liberty (History Press, 2016);
Boston Harbor, burned at Lyme’s Town Green, and generally Remarkable Women of Old Lyme (History Press, 2015); and Rumrunners,
scorned by a population who quickly learned to embrace coffee or Governors, Beachcombers and Socialists— A History of the Beaches at Old Lyme
dried strawberry leaves as the patriotic elixirs of choice.
(Old Lyme Historical Society, 2010)
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Generosity of Spirit
James Brewster Noyes
(1922-2016)

Old Lyme lost a walking encyclopedia of local history this past year. James B.

Noyes, a descendant of one of the the founding Lyme-Old Lyme families, left us
for a higher realm where, no doubt, he is pointing out lakes, rivers, barns, and
smaller artifacts to the uneducated about this small patch of the universe. Jim, for
whom the phrase “generosity of spirit” was coined, was active in so many aspects of
weaving together the fabric of Old Lyme. He built and restored houses and is
remembered fondly by a long list of satisfied customers who admired his work.
The only time he left Old Lyme other than for family visits was to serve in the U.S.
Navy during World War II.
The OLHSI display case at the Old Lyme Post Office features a
new exhibit by Edie Twining and Mark Terwilliger about the
Historic Grange Hall.

A History of
Old Lyme Grange Hall #162
(Continued from page 1)

In February 1929, they dedicated their new Grange
Hall, replete with a stage for lectures and performances.
In May they received the “grand drape,” a painted stage
screen or curtain advertising local businesses (see photograph on page 1). The Old Lyme Grangers began holding fairs, bake sales and performances, and raised money
by all means at their disposal. At last, in October of 1931
they paid off the mortgage and retired it in style. They
burned the mortgage papers and saved the ashes, declaring all future Grangers should be reminded every five
years of that job well done.
“The Mortgage” was the bane of the farmer’s existence.
Agriculture requires major up-front investments for an
uncertain gain at the harvest. ‘Uncertain’ not just
because of weather, but also because market prices can
fluctuate greatly from one harvest to the next. Loans
were essential to agriculture, but were always felt as a
looming threat to an enterprise that was at once the family business and the family home. The lifting of a mortgage was a day to celebrate!
– Mark Terwilliger

Photos: James Meehan

Volunteer members of the OLHSI “Tuesday Morning Work Crew”
– Kevin Cole, Ted Freeman, Skip Beebe, Stephen Joncus and Ellis
Jewett – work on framing the new staircase entrance to the
Archives Room at 55 Lyme Street.

Mark your calendar
Memorial Day Parade – Monday, May 29, 2017, 11 a.m.
Old Lyme Historical Society Open House at 55 Lyme Street.
Old Lyme Town Band Concert – Sunday, July 16, 2017,
4 p.m. on the South Green, Lyme St. Free community concert.
Free ice cream served at half time intermission. Co-sponsored by the
Florence Griswold Museum, The Old Lyme Historic Commision,
Christ the King Catholic Church, and the Old Lyme Historical Society.

The Historical Society Archives has a copy of Jim’s account of a hair-raising experience starting with training exercises in Salerno, Italy in August 1944. He was a
crew member aboard a shallow-water mine sweeping boat known as a BMS,
engaged in practice drills in preparation for the invasion of southern France. On
August 15th, they received orders to sweep the “green beach” off the southern coast
about 15 miles from Toulon, France. His account is self-effacing, but nonetheless,
in its telling, speaks of bravery under a barrage of German 88 shells exploding
around his boat. He became Coxswain when a fellow crew member was injured.
On August 16th, he wrote, “Well, it’s another day and (I) had a peaceful night’s
sleep.” The narrative goes on to describe life in this field of combat until December
when they were loaded aboard the U.S.S. America now called the “West Point,” a
converted luxury liner turned troop ship, and after “eight days zig-zagging across
the Atlantic Ocean, arrived in Norfolk, Virginia. Very emotional times for all concerned. I arrived home on January 2, 1945.”
Jim re-engaged with the town and for the next 70 years participated in practically
every aspect of the town including the school budget, the Republican Town
Committee, repairs to the First Congregational Church and its parsonage, and as
Mervin Roberts, his friend of fifty years wrote in his moving eulogy, such weighty
matters as “the flow of water underneath the Church driveway and the population
trends of the blue claw crab in local waters.”
Merv went on to say that “Jim helped our town to recognize the unique features
of our past.” He was a founding member of the Old Lyme Historical Society in
2005, and secured a treasure trove of McCurdy papers from Marty Ames’ barn.
We brought them up to my house (in the pouring rain) which acted as the archives
storage area for a number of years until the Society moved to 55 Lyme Street. Jim,
his niece, the late Carol Winters; Ellis Jewett, and sundry others met every Tuesday
morning to read through all the documents that arrived, sometimes left in my
mailbox. Whenever we were puzzled over a map, a property description, a family
chronology, Jim knew the answer. We started with ten minutes of coffee and cookies, a romp with the dog, and then we settled in to the job at hand. It was always
a productive meeting when Jim was there. He did some other important organizational tasks for the Society, smoothing the way to our purchase of the Grange,
finding a beautiful oak and glass display case, restoring it complete with wheels for
easy transport, and quietly sending in little checks to
support our growth from a “little engine that could”
to a full-grown conservator of Old Lyme’s anecdotal history. He, and Doris, came to every Society
function. We gave him the annual Chairman’s
award in 2009. He seemed to get a kick out of a
description of himself as someone with “so much
charm it will knock your socks off.” But it was true.
Jim was fond of saying that he’d lived - almost - all
his life in Old Lyme. Now he has, and we are all
the better for having known him. Farewell, our
dear friend, Jim Noyes.
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— Alison Mitchell
Thanks go to Doris Hungerford, Lee Noyes, and Merv Roberts
for their contributions to this article.

Old Lyme Midsummer Festival – July 28 & 29, 2017
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